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MAY IN REVIEW

Conditions throughout the eastern Caribbean were predominantly normal to
below normal during the month of May. Trinidad was normal to exceptional-
ly dry; Tobago extremely dry to normal; Grenada and St Vincent normal;
Barbados, Martinique, Guadeloupe and St Maarten normal to moderately
dry; Saint Lucia slightly wet to normal; Antigua severely dry; St Kitts moder-
ately dry; Dominica, St Croix and Anguilla normal to slightly dry and St
Thomas slight to moderately dry. In the Guianas, conditions were mostly
exceptionally wet ranging to severely dry in northwestern areas of French
Guiana. Aruba was normal.

Puerto Rico was severely dry to normal south to north. The Dominican Re-
public was exceptionally dry to slightly wet southwest to east. Jamaica was
very wet in central areas ranging to slightly dry in the west and to exception-
ally dry in the east. Grand cayman was predominantly slight to moderately
dry. Cuba was mostly normal ranging to moderately wet in the west and to
moderately dry in the extreme east. Northern Bahamas was normal to ex-
tremely wet and Belize was severely dry in the south to mostly normal.

MAY 2026 SPI (left) and SPI Difference (APR 2025 and MAY 2026)

Read more at https://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/spi-monitor/
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WATER STATUS

Severe (or worse) agricultural drought has developed in southwest Tobago
and western Barbados.

Severe (or worse) long-term drought has developed in easternmost Cuba,
Grenada, easternmost Guadeloupe, southwest Jamaica, Martinique, south-
west Puerto Rico, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent, and southeast Suriname.

AGRI-NEWS

Jamaica: Agricultural sector rebounds despite the devastation of Hurri-
cane Melissa last October. Read more https://jis.govjm/agricultural-
sector-rebounds-2/

Jamaica: The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Mining has imple-
mented a $149-million drought mitigation programme to shield farmers
from the effects of prolonged drought conditions. Read more https://
jis.gov jm/agriculture-ministry-rolls-out-149-million-drought-mitigation-

The Caribbean Society for Agricultural Meteorology (CariSAM) is an online platform that hosts forums, provided online

weather and climate information for agro-meteorologists, and much more. Agricultural interests can register and access

relevant information and be a part of future capacity building exercises, and more. Visit us at:

www.carisam.cimh.edu.bb
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Day-time temperatures (maximum) will likely be at least as warm as usual,
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with recurrent episodes of excessive, humid heat - culminating in heatwaves -

DROUGHT causing heat stress, especially in persons in situations of vulnerability for

Rarcutaral roua Aer Lovels whom adopting cooling strategies are paramount. The risk of extreme heat is

There is some concern for agricultural drought |,
that can impact soil moisture availability by the
end of July across Saint Lucia and possibly |
across the ABC Islands, far Eastern Cuba, _
Dominica, Grenada, the Leeward Islands, Mar- |~

tinique and Tobago.

highest in the northern Caribbean.
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Visit htip://rce.cimh.edu.bb/climate-outlooks/ to access the lat-
est climate outlooks.

drought that can impact small rivers,
streams and ponds by the end of September
across Antigua, Grand Cayman, Martinique,
northeast Puerto Rico, St. Kitts, Saint Lucia,
Tobago and the US Virgin Islands and pos-
s e s e o gibly across the ABC Islands, Barbados,
western and southeast Belize and Grenada.

There is concern for long-term drought, that Long:Term Drought Aler Levels
can impact large reservoirs, large rivers or |
groundwater, to present a challenge in farm-
ing by the end of November 2026 in Antigua,
Martinique, St. Kitts and Saint Lucia and
possibly across Grand Cayman and Grenada.
Areas ending up in long-term drought by the
end of November are likely to experience
lower than usual water levels in large reser- |
voirs, large rivers and groundwater in the [———

ensuing dry season. C L O . 7

Interests in these territories should monitor their water resources.

RAINFALL, WET/DRY SPELLS, TEMPERATURE and
HEATWAVE DAYS (JULY — SEPTEMBER 2026)

'j-";:"::;"'"“"-':-":j o Rainfall totals from June to August are likely

to be the usual or less across much of the
region.

However, high to extremely high potential for
flooding, flash floods and related impacts and
compounding or cascading hazards due to
)| excessive rains none-the-less, in most areas
except the ABC Islands. Water recharge rates
in surface reservoirs and rivers will likely be
slower than usual in Belize and the Antilles. A slower than usual increase in
wet days into August dampens the increase in rainfall disruptions of out-
door activities, not only slowly builds up soil moisture and reduces wildfire
potential, but also reduces the prevalence of moisture-related pests.

Please also keep updated and take into consideration your local
- weather and climate advisories.
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g ey, .. gion from July to September. The information contained herein is provided with the understanding that the CARDI,
& e s and the CIMH make no warranties, either expressed or implied concerning the accura-
T Nagnd = : _ cy, completeness, reliability or suitability of said information. This bulletin provides a
- ? 1 Mj; Ve At least eight 10-day dry spells broad overview of climate conditions up to 6 months in advance. It is recommended
= may be observed across The ABC that stakeholders should use this information in combination with nearer term weather
Coormrememer see e @e Iolands, the Guianas, eastern- forecasts to guide operational decision making. The bulletin may be freely used by the

public with appropriate acknowledgement of its source but shall not be modified in

most Cuba, and Hispaniola. content and then presented as original material.
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