
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
Fig 1: 1-Month Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 

 
 
Fig.2: 3-Month Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 
 
 

Highlights: The Drought Monitoring Bulletin was prepared using the WMO recommended 

Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI). The maps represent the 1-month (July 2020),  

3-month (May – July 2020), 6-month (February – July 2020) and 12-month 

(August 2019 – July 2020 ) SPIs respectively, showing various degrees of wetness and/or dryness 

across the country. 

Over the four SPI timescales, there is the persistence of generally dry conditions over several 

areas. By the end of October 2020, there is likely to be no major concern regarding surface soil 

wetness. However, by the end of November 2020, there might be concerns for long-term drought 

which could present a challenge for farming in some areas. We advise all stakeholders to keep 

monitoring drought and look for our monthly updates.    
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 Fig.3: 6-Month Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 

 
  Fig.4: 12-Month Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 

STANDARDIZED PRECIPITATION INDEX (SPI) CLASSIFICATIONS 

SPI Value Category SPI Value Category 

-0.50 to -0.01 Near Normal 0.50 to 0.01 Near Normal 

-0.80 to -0.51 Slightly dry 0.80 to 0.51 Slightly wet 

-1.30 to -0.81 Moderately dry 1.30 to 0.81 Moderately wet 

-1.60 to -1.31 Severely dry 1.60 to 1.31 Very wet 

-2.00 to -1.61 Extremely dry 2.00 to 1.61 Extremely wet 

less than or equal to -2.01 Exceptionally dry greater than or equal to +2.01 Exceptionally wet 
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DROUGHT OUTLOOK  
The forecast covering to the end of October 2020 (short-term) shows that there is no major concern for drought. 
However, when looking at the period from December 2019 to November 2020 (long-term), there are some 
drought concerns.  

 
 Fig.5: Short-term Drought Outlook by the end of October 2020 
(Updated in July 2020- covering  May to October 2020) 

 
 Fig.6: Long-term Drought Outlook by the end of November 2020   
 (Updated in July 2020 – covering December 2019 to November   
  2020) 

This bulletin is prepared by the Hydrometeorological Service of Guyana. We welcome feedback, suggestions and 
comments on this bulletin. Correspondences should be directed to The Chief Hydrometeorological Officer at  
cho.guyana@gmail.com and the Agronomist at agrodonessa@yahoo.com. You may also visit our website at 
www.hydromet.gov.gy. Tele#: (592)-225-9303 and Fax# :( 592)-226-1460. 

Note: The 12-month SPI-based drought outlook (long-term) uses observations to forecast potential impacts on large 
surface water reservoirs and groundwater. While the 6-month outlook (short-term) can be used as an indication of effects 
on agriculture, etc. 
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