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Though well into the Caribbean wet season, parts of the
Caribbean continued to experience well below normal
rainfall in August. However, concerns over short term
drought that can impact cropping, and small rivers and
lakes by the end of the year, was restricted to over north-
ern Belize. In addition to northern Belize, the Cayman Is-
lands and Antigua should also monitor water resources due
to concerns over long term drought by the end of the wet
season in November. Given the chances of an El Nino de-
veloping later in the year, concerns may heighten over
drought as the region enters its dry season.

Mixed conditions were experienced in the islands of the
eastern Caribbean for August. Trinidad ranged from excep-
tionally wet in the southwest to moderately dry in the north-
east; Tobago and St. Vincent normal; Grenada moderate to
very wet; Barbados normal in the northwest to moderately
wet in the southeast; St. Lucia slight to moderately dry; Mar-
tinique, Dominica, Antigua, St. Kitts and St. Maarten normal;
Guadeloupe normal to slightly dry ;and Anguilla slightly dry.
Conditions in the Guiana's ranged from moderately wet in
northern and southwestern Guyana and at the northern
border of Suriname and French Guiana to moderately dry in
northwest Suriname and extremely dry in eastern French
Guiana. Aruba was slightly dry but Curacao was normal.
Puerto Rico was predominantly slightly wet, while Hispaniola
ranged from extremely dry in south west Haiti to moderately
wet in eastern Dominican Republic. Conditions in Jamaica
ranged from normal in extreme western areas to exception-
ally dry in the east, but Grand Cayman was normal, Condi-
tions in Cuba ranged from slightly wet in the west to ex-
tremely dry in the southeast. Northern Bahamas ranged
from slight to extremely dry. Conditions in Belize ranged
from moderately dry in the west to extremely wet in the
northeast and moderately wet in the south.

Drought causes millions in losses to Belizean corn
farmers; read more
https:www.breakingbelizenews.com/2018/08/02/
drought-causes-millions-losses-to-central-american-
corn-crop-belizean-corn-farmers-feeling-the-pinch/
Ninth driest July on record for Antigua; read more
https://
anumetservice.wordpress.com/2018/08/26/9th-
driest-july-on-record-for-antigua-droughts-continue/
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Standardized Precipitation Index for August 2018

Though normal to below normal conditions dominated the islands of the
eastern Caribbean for the three month period, part of two islands experi-
enced above normal rainfall — Trinidad that was ranged from severely dry
in the north to moderately wet in the south, and Guadeloupe that ranged
from moderately wet in the west to exceptionally dry in the east. Tobago
was severe to exceptionally dry; Grenada and St. Kitts normal; Barbados
slight to severely dry; St Vincent and St. Maarten moderately dry; St. Lucia
severe to extremely dry; Martinique normal to moderately dry; Dominica
normal to severely dry; and Antigua slight to moderately dry. Conditions in
the Guianas ranged from extremely wet in the north and southwest Guy-
ana to moderately dry in northeast Guyana and to normal in Suriname and
French Guiana. Aruba was slightly dry while Curacao was normal. Puerto
Rico was normal, but Hispaniola ranged from exceptionally dry in southern
Haiti to slightly wet in northern Dominican Republic. Jamaica ranged from
moderately dry in the west to exceptionally dry in the east, while Grand
Cayman was severe to extremely dry. Conditions in Cuba ranged from nor-
mal in central regions to extremely dry in the west and southeast. Northern
Bahamas was normal to moderately wet, while Belize ranged from severely
dry in the west to normal in the north, south and east.
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................................................................................... Drought Outlook for the End of December

The Caribbean CariCOF’s Drought Alert Map
Drought & Precipitation

Shorter term Drought Outlook (July to December 2018)
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Shorter term drought situation (by end of December 2018):

. . - Shorter term drought will possibly remain in northern Belize by the end of the
For more information contact:
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Mrs. Lisa Kirton-Reed Cayman s .
lkreed@cimh.edu.bb
We advise all stakeholders to keep monitoring drought and look for our monthly up-
Website: CDPMN Drought Monitor dates.

Drought outlook available for download here
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