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Adapted from the Jamaica National Drought Early Warning and Information System
Implementation Plan
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Experiences with drought and water shortage -
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* In 2008 and 2009 Barbados also experienced a drought together with other
Caribbean countries. However due to the implementation of measures, in response
to the 1997 drought Barbados faired well. Whilst other countries were asking why
Barbados was not rationing, there was no reason since the measures from 1997 that
were working. Also since Barbados is a ground water country and ground water is
more resilient to drought than surface water, the effects of the drought were delayed
and well levels remained normal.

* In general during the dry season Barbados faces the challenge of increased bush
fires. There was significant increase in fires in early 2010 this was an effect of the
drought conditions faced in the early part of the 2010.



1.3 CC Projections for future

» CC projections indicate that Barbados will experience shorter wet seasons
with intense rainfall and longer dry season. Increase in daily and night time
temperatures. As a result of increase in daily temperature, this will result in
a faster evaporation rate from plants and therefore will lead to low
production and productivity of the plant. As it relates to animals, higher night
temperatures could result in less meat production and less milk production.
For flowering plants higher night temperatures may lead to reduced
flowering and reduced production of fruit/ crops



2.0 Planning for Drought - Establishing Early
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2.1.4 Terms of Reference of this committee are to:

« 2.1.5 This committee reports to the National Drought Management
Committee.

Meet on a quarterly-per-year basis, or as regular as possible during
drought events

Liaise with the membership of each network/working group under
DEWIS

Discuss reports provided by working groups with the membership

Provide updates to the NDMC after delivery of reports, and in particular
during drought events
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2.3 Awareness, Education and Outreach Working
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4 Information Portal Working Group

the timely dissemination of real-
 stakeholders of the drought
rought information.
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» 2.4.3 The scope of work of the Committee is to:
e Establish a web portal at the CIMH, GIS, Met Office or Ministry of Agriculture

e Establish a structure for a Drought Early Warning and Information Systems portal to be
hosted by _ (TBD)

e Collect information from stakeholder information agencies

e Establish a drought web-page to host the latest research and information on drought

Disseminate Drought forecasting information for the Web Portal to be linked to
webpages such as DEM, Met Services.

Disseminate Drought information on measures geared at reducing risks.
Provide linkages with different agencies for information sharing.

Provide a basis of public awareness on drought condition.

Establish a social media interface (blog, Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
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2.5.3 The scope of work of the Committee Is envisaged to
be.

e The collection and analysis of drought impacts (Damage and L0ss).

e To quantify the economic losses of different impact levels of drought.

e To determine the threshold for triggering sector-based impacts and responses (e.g.
e agriculture, tourism, water, ecosystems)

e To develop and apply predictive models for drought scenarios.

e To develop and maintain an inventory of research institutes and their data base and
e capacity.

e To create a central repository of data related to drought.

e Providing budgetary allocations for research.

e To establish avenues for and carry out research related to effective information
dissemination and communication of drought information.
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