
Rainfall patterns May - June - July (MJJ)
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Rainfall totals from May to July are likely to be at most as dry as usual in the
ABC Islands, Belize, Hispaniola, Jamaica, US C’bean Territories, and the 
Lesser Antilles, but likely the usual or wetter elswhere.
White areas show where the forecast indicates little information on rainfall totals.
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LOOKING BACK: WHAT NEXT?
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Caribbean Climate Outlook Newsletter
May to July 2019

    January - March 2019 (JFM)

BRIEF SUMMARY: January to July 2019
January to March 2019: Shorter term drought has developed across most parts of the Caribbean, while the 
Bahamas, Cayman, Central Cuba and western Jamaica have been wetter than usual thus far this year. Long 
term drought persisted across Hispaniola and developed in Belize and most islands south of Cuba.
May to July 2019: Drought is expected to continue into the early wet season in areas currently affected, as 
weak El Niño conditions are forecast to persist. Recurrent dry spells are forecasted, except for the Windward
Islands and Guianas. More frequent wet spells are expected throughout the region (except in the ABC Islands). 
These spells may bring some level of drought relief, but also concern for flooding potential. Heat sensation will 
increase. Heatwaves may occur from May in Belize and Trinidad & Tobago, and elsewhere from July onwards.

MJJ 2019 Rainfall Outlook
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Observations

  RAINFALL: Antigua, Aruba, Barbados, central Belize, French 
Guiana, N Guyana, Martinique, Saint Kitts, E Trinidad very dry;
Grand Cayman very wet.

  TEMPERATURE: Antigua, Dominica and Guadeloupe signif. 
cooler than avg.; Bahamas, Belize, Cayman, Cuba, French 
Guiana, Guyana, W Jamaica and W Suriname signif. warmer. 

Notable Climate Records:
WET:

 
JFM: 1 location in Jamaica, 1 in Martinique, and 1 in 
Suriname recorded their highest rainfall totals (125-295% 
of average).

DRY:  March: 3 locations in Guyana, 4 in French Guiana, 2 in 
Suriname and 1 in Puerto Rico recorded lowest rainfall.
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HOT: JFM: 1 location in Jamaica recorded their highest 
maximum temp.

Belize & C’bean Islands 
north of 16ºN: 
May & Jun - usually frequent heavy
showers.
Jul - wet season, often including a
mid-summer dry spell.

C’bean Islands south of 16ºN
(except ABC Islands): 
May - end of dry season.
Limited spatial extent and duration 
of heavy showers; occasionally very
wet.
Jun & Jul - early wet season. 
Increasingly heavy showers.

Guianas: May to Jul - long wet season; heavy showers are frequent.
ABC Islands: May to Jul - mostly dry.




