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Rainfall totals from February to April are likely to be drier in the
ABC Islands, Belize, Cayman, Guianas, the Lesser Antilles, and Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
White areas show where the forecast indicates little information on rainfall totals.

Page 1 of 2

LOOKING BACK: WHAT NEXT?
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Caribbean Climate Outlook Newsletter
February to April 2019

Observations

  RAINFALL: Parts of Barbados, Hispaniola and Martinique
       very dry.

NOTE: Essential data utilised for the monthly production
of the regular rainfall and temperature was not available 
on time due to the U.S, Governmentt shutdown which
ended Jan. 25, 2019. Our apologies for the inconvenience.
Please update your records by visiting rcc.cimh.edu in 
to download the latest, regular monitoring maps once
they become available again later this month.
Thank you for your understanding.

 

Notable Climate Records:

 

 

Oct. - Nov. - Dec. 2018 (OND)

BRIEF SUMMARY: October 2018 to April 2019
October to December 2018: Severe shorter term drought has developed towards the end of 2018 in portions of 
Barbados, Hispaniola and Martinique, and severe (or worse) long term drought in pockets of Guadeloupe, Hispa-
niola and Martinique. Rainfall deficits in 2018 have further led to moderate long term drought in many islands. 
February to April 2019: With weak El Niño conditions forecast to persist, chances of drought and recurrent dry
spells during the peak of the dry season are increased. That said, region-wide, extreme drought is unlikely. Wet 
days and wet spells are expected to become least frequent by March, while the chance for extreme wet spells
tends to re-emerge in April, especially in the Greater Antilles, with some concern for flash flood potential arising
then. Temperatures will be seasonably comfortable at least through February, and start rising thereafter.   
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Rainfall patterns February-March-April (FMA)

Historical average 
FMA rainfall

Belize : Feb to Apr - dry season. 
Mostly without heavy rainfall.
C’bean Islands north of 16ºN: 
Feb to Apr - sunny days and 
some days with showers. 

C’bean Islands south of 16ºN
(except ABC Islands): 
Feb to Apr - sunny days and 
some days with showers.

Guianas: Feb to Apr - End of dry season with occasional heavy showers and thunderstorms.

ABC Islands: Feb to Apr -
generally dry.

 WET -  OND: 3 locations in Dom. Republic and 1 in French 
Guiana, recorded their highest rainfall totals (188-240% of avg.).
 DRY -  OND: 1 location in Guadeloupe recorded their lowest

rainfall totals (35% of avg.). 
 HOT -  OND:  St. Maarten recorded their highest mean 

temperature.

Notable Climate Impacts:
 A 20% drop in water resources was noted at the Les Avocats

Dam in Grenada mid-January, associated with recent rainfall 
deficits.
 Antigua’s Potworks Dam water levels dropping in Antigua after 

a drier than normal 2018.
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