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Though recent conditions indicate slight to moderate rainfall
deficits In some parts of the Caribbean at various times,
there are currently no concerns over short term drought up
until the end of April 2018, and for longer term drought that
can impact ground water and large reservoirs and rivers,
there is concern currently over southern Haiti. As usual, this
information will be updated in one month t ime .

Mixed rainfall conditions were experienced in the
islands of the eastern Caribbean for December. Trini-
dad was very to exceptionally wet; Tobago slight to
very wet; Grenada and St. Kitts slight to moderately
wet; Barbados normal to slightly wet; St. Vincent nor-
mal; St. Lucia moderate to very wet; Martinique nor-
mal to exceptionally wet; Dominica moderate to ex-
ceptionally wet; Guadeloupe normal to extremely dry;
Antigua slightly wet; and St. Maarten moderately dry.
Conditions in the Guiana's ranged from severely dry in
western Guyana to exceptionally wet in parts of
French Guiana, but with most of the region normal to
slightly dry. Aruba was moderately dry, but Curacao
normal. Most of Hispaniola was normal except east-
ern Dominican Republic that was slight to moderately
dry and the southwestern tip of Haiti that was slightly
dry. Conditions in Jamaica ranged from normal in the
east and west to exceptionally wet in the south; while
Grand Cayman was normal. Conditions in Cuba
ranged from severely dry in the west to slightly wet in
east central areas, while for Belize they were predom-
inantly normal apart from parts of the extreme west
that were slightly dry and in the extreme southeast
that were slight to moderately wet.

La Nifa likely to continue through Northern Hemisphere
winter, with a transition to ENSO-neutral expected during
the spring (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/
analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.pdf).A weak
La Nifia state will continue to drive chances of drier condi-
tions slightly upwards in the northwest of the region (in par-
ticular The Caymans and Cuba), while slightly increasing
chances of wetter conditions in most of the lesser Antilles.

Antigua and Barbuda Met Services expressing some con-
cern over meteorological drought. (https:/
anumetservice.wordpress.com/2018/01/27/drought. again.
for .Antigua/

Caribbean Drought Bulletin

Standard Precipitation Index for December 2017

For the three month period, mixed rainfall conditions were experienced in
the islands of the eastern Caribbean. Trinidad ranged from normal to ex-
ceptionally wet; Tobago moderate to very wet; Grenada slight to moder-
ately wet; Barbados slightly wet; St. Vincent normal to slightly dry; St. Lucia
normal to slightly wet; Martinique normal to severely dry; Dominica normal
to moderately wet; Guadeloupe slightly wet to exceptionally dry; Antigua
moderately dry; and St. Kitts and St. Maarten normal. Conditions in the
Guiana's ranged from exceptionally dry in western Guyana to exceptionally
wet in northern French Guiana, with most of Suriname being normal. Aruba
was slightly dry, but Curacao normal. Hispaniola was mostly normal but
slightly wet in western Haiti and parts of eastern Dominican Republic; while
Jamaica ranged from normal in the west to extremely wet in central areas.
Grand Cayman was normal. Conditions in Cuba ranged from normal to
moderately wet, while in Belize they ranged from normal in the west to
exceptionally wet in the south and to very wet in the north.
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Caribbean Drought & Precipitation Monitoring Network (CDPMN)

The Caribbean
Drought & Precipitation
Monitoring Network

The Caribbean Drought and Precipitation
Monitoring Network was launched in Jan-
uary 2009 under the Caribbean Water
Initiative (CARWIN). The goal of CARWIN
was to increase the capacity of Caribbean
countries to deliver equitable and sustain-
able Integrated Water resources Manage-
ment (IWRM).

The concept was born out of the need to
mitigate and respond to the creeping phe-
nomenon, drought. Drought and the gen-
eral precipitation status is monitored at the
regional scale. Efforts are being made to
enhance drought monitoring at the nation-
al level.

The Caribbean Climate
Outlook Forum (CariCOF)

The CariCOF brings together climate
experts and meteorological services in
the Caribbean region on an operational
basis to produce a monthly climate out-
look. CariCOF interacts with sectoral us-
ers to assess the likely implications of the
outlooks on the most pertinent socio-
economic sectors. The Caribbean Insti-
tute for Meteorology and Hydrology
(CIMH), in its role as WMO Regional Cli-
mate Centre, coordinates the CariCOF
process. Read more.....

For more information contact:

Mr. Adrian Trotman:
atrotman@cimh.edu.bb

Mr. Anthony Moore:
amoore@cimh.edu.bb

Mrs. Lisa Kirton-Reed
lkreed@cimh.edu.bb

Website;: CDPMN Drought Monitor

Caribbean Drought Bulletin

Drought Outlook for the End of April
CariCOF’s Drought Alert Map

Current Outlook
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Shorter term Drought Outlook (November to April 2017-18)
Areas under immediate drought concern?

Current update (January 2018):

We continue to see no drought concern developing
throughout most of the region. Exceptions are:

There is no shorter term drought concern by the end
of April 2018.
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+ This 12-month SPl-based drought outlook uses

* A drought warning remains in effect for for

observations through January 2018, with
potential impacts on large surface water reserves
and groundwater. In general, impacts are
expected if the 12-month SPI is =-0.8 (moderately
dry or worse — ref.: CDPMN).

southern Haiti.
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Current Drought Situation

e Current drought situation (up to the end of November 2017):
- Central parts of The Bahamas and Southern Haiti are under long term drought.
- Short term drought is seen in Southern Haiti, as well as in Western-most por-

tions of Jamaica and Martinique.

— Much of the Caribbean has received ample rainfall during its 2017 wet season,
with long term drought no longer present in Grand Cayman and the Bahamas.
o Shorter term drought situation (by end of April 2018):

— No shorter term drought concern.

e Long term drought situation (by end of May 2018
- Long term drought is evolving in Southern Haiti.
— The potential long term drought concerns are few region wide at this time
thanks to the ample wet season rainfall in 2017. However we advise all stake-
holders to keep monitoring drought and look for our monthly updates.

Drought outlook available for download here
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